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WITH ITS GRAND VICTORIAN FACADE AND INTERIOR LITTERED WITH

FERSOMNAL MEMENTOS, HUNTINGTOWER 15 MORE IHAN JUST ONE
FAMILY'S HOME; IT"S THEIR HISTORY, WRITES ANNA HOUSTO

For Cascilia Potler. director of Maelbourne
based design firm Atlicus & Milo, story is
everything. Who we are and how we come fo be:
theie are the swiring, enigmatic puzzles that lend
people ond their living spoces depth and meaning.
When it came to designing interiors for the inner
Melbourne, heritage-listed Huntingtowsar, Pother's
brief was disarmingly simple: she was the client, the
accupants her clan, and the bwo-storey canvas
wondearfully blank.

Drevotion to the ancient art of stonyfelling was
foremost in Aticus & Mio’s rethink of this gabled,
grand old dame of a dweling. but faded holiday
snaps and dog-eared photo alburms are nowhere
to be found. Rather, the Pobter Fomily history is o
living, breathing picture book writ large across

the walk of their home, visceral and immediafe,
imbued with a rough and tumble fondness, Their
travels ond possions, loves and losses are deficalely
and inveniively wropped up in an exquisitely
crafted family portrait thal is revenled, almost
periodically, in each furnishing. artwork, fobric ond
fitting hand-picked by Potter.

Fraom the streel view, the stately Hunfinglower
announces itielf with asmack of Victorian
bombast. Dofing back to 1870, the house was

ina state of total disrepair when Potter lucked
upon il. and its loving rehabilitation owes much lo
Polter's canny eve forariginal design jewels hidden
beneath a century of city grit and grime. Outside,
the crigina facade hos held up remarkably well

Diano. geddess of fhe hunt, presides over o coterie
of big surly cots efched into o wonderiully imposing
keystone above the arched entrance. Potter mined
Hunfingtower's history tor texture and narrative,
immartalising its crigins in phrases laser cut infa
custorn-maode cabinets in the stuedy, “Inferiorns and
houses should always tell a story abaout the site ond
about the people. f thay do, then they e really
engaging and fun for pecple fo visit. Thay're not
just some kind of style statement = | think it's deeper
than that,” says Poltter,

The infiuences af play in Hentinglower are thrillingly
far flung. drawn from Potter's leaps across the globe
and piveling arcund a fanbashically diverse arf
collection. Resene Guarter Ash coated wall: are a
smoky backdrop to freasured pieces by Mclean
Edwards, Gareth Samson and Jan Seberg. amongst
iy, many others. Potter considen the coherence

[ iNSIDE THE BOX ]

of her personal collection within Hunfinglower’s
cenbury old Victorian walls. "l really beleve fhat you
should collect pieces that are meaningtul to you. Al
houwses are adoplable to that sort of eclectic style
and in actual fact | virtually bought nothing rew

for the house. You're better off wailing ond finding
pieces that you love and thot are meaningful to
you, and that therefore have longevily.”

Whirmsical design quirks abound throughout
Hunfingtower: the towers of books that cleverly
demarcate between dining ond lounge spaces; the
19505 Rosewood sideboord rejuvenated by arfiul
lashings of Cole & Son's 'Circus” wallpaper; ald
suilcases adomed with vintage fravel stickers that
serve as balhroom storage space. nge Maurer’s
'‘Bang Boom' light pendont pitches o choos of




colours atthe boys' den, while the formal sitting
roam balances fribal mask hangings and zelbra
stripes with Guan Wei's dreamy 'Cloud' sculptures.

Refarences fo favourite and tuture holiday
destinations are scottered throughout Hunlingtower
with an easy, artful elegance. The first loor master
bedroom unfolds ke a love song fo Venice,

where a custom-made four-poster bed featuring
Fornasetti's Venetion panels fokes pride of place.
The boys' bathroom cheekily referances Old Blighty
with Jake Phipps' Jeeves Toble Lamp leaturing o
bowler hat shade,

The Potler tribe's devotion to all things Africa is
evoked in the fint-loor powder room. Eitted out
in vivid magenta and pumpkin orange stripes, it
features a stunningly crafted menagerie of wall-
mounied white porcelain animal heads, Cutest
of the bunch s a baby thinocerss called Dave,
baloved nramesake of Potler's brotherin-law. As
she explaing, "the powder room tells fhe sfary of
aur whole family. My brother-in-law lives in Africa
and has a safari company - that was all about
remembering these wonderful safaris. He's done a
lot of conservation work and he hos o boby rhing
narmed after hirm."

Awarded the 2012 Austration interior Design Award
for Residential Decoration, Huntingtower is a poean
fo pleasure. its form defined by a thint for reading
and knowledge, travel, ort and literature. Potler
is-emphalic about the imporfance of pleasure in
designsaying. "people should think more about fun
and joy when doing intericrs.”

Potter does indeed wiald a kind of wizardry in

her devotion fo the business of fun. It's o thriling
fightrope that the treads with verve and &an and
a balancing act between form and funclion that
characterises her stewardship of Alficus & Milom

ATTICUS & MILO. 89 AUBURN ROAD, HAWTHORN,
03 9882 0088, afticusmilo.com.au



LiQuorice -
AUSOI'GS.

L SPLASHES OF COLOUR AND A MISHMASH OF FURNITURE
/ HELPS TO CREATE A MODERN YET ECLECTIC INTERIOR
AKIN TO HUNTINGTOWER.

1.J.J ARMCHAIR

SISKER W Aranio Citterio for BLB Italia
STOCHKIETmEpace Fumiture
PRICEREF120
Mothing says relaxation quite [&e a racking chair
and BAB hafia's J.J. is the mos stylish on the
market. The high backrest comes eqguipped with
a headrest and loinrest for the ultimate in comfort
and the cak frame back with Mongaolian lamb fur
cover gels a perfect 10in the style deparfment,

2, 5TACK SHELVING UNIT

DESHEMER m Row-Edges for Brtoblished & Sons
KIZTmliving Edge

PRICE mp7472

Making use of a cenfrally-located frame,

Estabished & Sons' loating storoge unit allows

you to access the drawers by eifher pulling them

aut or pushing them sideways. In addition, the

assymefrical stacking of its contrasting drowers

creates a practical work of art.

alh,

L SUPERARCHIMOON FLOOR LAMP
ESIEMNED m Philippe Starck for Flos
STOCEIST mEuroluce
HCEmBIL 405
The warm, diffvied light provided by Philippe
Starck’s Superarchimeon Floor Lomp creotes a
beaufiful ambience in any living area, and the
adjustable stond means you can decide exactly
which spoce you'd like to #luminate.

4, BRAZILIAN COWHIDE RUG
STOCKISTm Sokal

Emidla
With its arganic shape and supple hair, Sokol's
Brazilian Cowhide Rug brings on authentic cakin
feel to the living area, Perfect far anchoring all
fhe furnishings in your reom of choice, the reg abio
contging natural oils that help it 1o resist staining.
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